Things Fall Apart WebQuest

“Until the lions have their own historians, the history of the hunt will always glorify the hunter”

Directions:  We will complete a web quest to get a deeper sense of the historical and biographical references in the novel, Things Fall Apart.  A critically diverse novel that explores several different aspects African history, society, and culture, we need some background to fully appreciate it.  On your own paper, answer the following questions using the links provided. 
If you cannot find the answer, use a search engine to find results!!!
Overall helpful sites:

· http://www.encyclopedia.com/topic/Igbo.aspx 

· http://www.britannica.com/topic/Igbo
· http://www.igboguide.org/
· http://www.oraifite.com/culture-and-traditions/ 

I. Igbo Culture (sites above plus three more):  ALL WILL DO THIS INDIVIDUALLY
· http://www.blackhistorypages.net/pages/cowrie.php
· http://www.rebirth.co.za/African_mask_history_and_meaning.htm 

· https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Nigeria#The_Igbo 
1. What are the three most important family events in Igbo culture? Briefly describe them.

2. What is the kola nut?  Explain its significance and how it is used in Nigerian culture.
3. What were the two important crop staples of Nigerian tribal life? 

a. Describe each one: what do they look like and how are they are prepared?
b. How and when is the palm oil used? 

c. How are yams prepared to eat? 

d. What percent of the world’s yams are produced in Africa?

4. What did the Ibo tribe use for money? 

a. How much typically purchased a bride? 

b. How many shells were in each bag? 

c. What does the cowrie shell come from, and what does it look like? 

5. What were the masks used for in Ibo culture? 

d. What did the masks represent? 

6. What is chi? 

7. Who has chi? 

a. Can you think of something to compare chi with in our culture? (Hint: what do you feel if you do right or wrong?) 

8. Why is Nigerian music called "the heart of African music?”
II. Geography of Africa Using the following link

 https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ni.html
9. List the four major languages currently spoken. Which one is the official language?

10. What is their unemployment rate? 

11. What percentage of the population falls below the poverty line?

12. What type of governing body does Nigeria fall under? Who is their leader (if any)? 

13. What is the capital of Nigeria?

14. What percent of Ibo people remain to this day? 
III. Colonialization
http://hj2009per6nigeria.weebly.com/colonization.html 
http://countrystudies.us/nigeria/53.htm 
15. What does it mean to “colonize a nation?”

16. Briefly summarize what happened to the Igbo people (and culture) in the late 1800’s.
17. Who was responsible for imposing linguistic, religious, and political structures on the Igbo people?

18. List 3 reasons why European powers wanted to colonize Nigeria.
IV. Chinua Achebe

Using the following links, and your own internet sourcing, research the life of Chinua Achebe. 
· http://www.theparisreview.org/interviews/1720/the-art-of-fiction-no-139-chinua-achebe 

· http://www.guardian.co.uk/books/2007/jul/10/chinuaachebe 

· http://www.litlovers.com/reading-guides/13-fiction/1036-things-fall-apart-achebe?start=1 

· http://entertainment.time.com/2005/10/16/all-time-100-novels/ 
19. What is the greatest influence on Chinua Achebe's writing? 

20. What is a theme that runs through Achebe's writings?

21. What was Chinua Achebe's original name? 

22. Why does Achebe mix language and Ibo in his work?

23. Achebe was born in the country of? In what year?

24. Where did Achebe graduate from?

25. Why did he leave Nigeria?

26. The Sunday Times of London named Achebe what?

V. Literary Elements + Language
https://www.sophia.org/tutorials/classical-and-modern-heroes 
http://www.csus.edu/indiv/s/santorar/engl190v/trag.hero.htm 

http://www.igboguide.org/ (Check out the awesome convos on here too!!)
27. What is the difference between a classical and a modern hero?

28. What are the common characteristics of the tragic hero?

29. Using the back of your novel, or a site on the internet, write down four native Igbo words and their English translation.

I will print this for you!
30. Below, find Nigeria on the map of Africa.  Outline Nigeria’s border to highlight its location. 
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